L A K E H E A D   U N I V E R S I T Y

MEMORANDUM

DATE:
September 2006
TO:
Students in Sociology of Education
 
(Sociology 3501 YA)  


Fall/Winter 2006-2007

FROM:
R.W. Nelsen, Professor


Department of Sociology

SUBJECT:
SOCIOLOGY 3501 YA
Textbooks (Available at Lakehead University)

Following are the books to be read in this course:

1.
John Taylor Gatto, Dumbing Us Down:  The Hidden Curriculum of Compulsory Schooling.  Gabriola, BC:  New Society Publishers 2002 (1992).
2.
Steven Johnson, Everything Bad Is Good For You.  New York:  Penguin, 2006.

3. 
Jon Katz, Geeks:  How Two Lost Boys Rode the Internet Out of Idaho.  New York:  Villard (Random House), 2000.

4.
James B. Twitchell, Branded Nation:  The Marketing of Megachurch, College Inc., and Museumworld.  New York:  Simon & Schuster, 2004.

5.
Terry Wotherspoon, The Sociology of Education in Canada:  Critical Perspectives.  Toronto:  Oxford University Press, 2004).

Topics Suggested for Learning Agenda in Past Years
Schools and Big Business
a)
School as corporation

b)
Tracking or streaming within the school

c)
Socio-economic class background of children and different kinds of educational settings (traditional classroom, "open" classroom, "free" school, private school, etc.)

Ethnic Minorities and Education
a)
Natives

b)
Blacks

c)
Other minorities, for example, defining and teaching "exceptional" kids;


Example:  ADD and ADHD

Workers in the Schools - Labour organization and strategy                                       

(unions, work-to-rule, strikes, etc.)
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Education and Government Policy
a)
Emphasis upon post-secondary

b)
Role of government in censoring learning materials

c)
Role of government in setting tuition and fees

d)
Bill 160

Mass Media and the Schools--With Special Emphasis Upon:
a)
Television as a socializing agent

b)
Computers

c)
Extracurricular activities (athletics, clubs, student government, etc.)

School in Relation to the Family as Social Institution
a)
Expectations of parents, teachers, students, administrators, etc.

b)
Social networks

c)
Discipline--Parent (Family)/School Relationships

d)
Single Parent families with kids in school

Socialization in pre-school education and in early childhood education
(values, norms, beliefs, etc. which are taught)

Scholarship:  What is it and how is it fostered?

Connections between School and Work
"Apple and Teacher" syndrome/Teacher as authority figure
Sexism and education in the schools
Vandalism and the schools
Deviance and Education

Deschooling--particular emphasis on the work of Ivan Illich and critics
History of Sociology of Education/The Development of a Sociology of Education
Personal definitions of education
Final Note:
You will be presented with further information concerning course requirements, assignments, evaluation procedures, and any other relevant material which we shall need to discuss as a group on the first day of class, Monday, September 11, 2006.

On Plagiarism:  Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will be dealt with according to the University regulations (see Lakehead University Calendar).
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                                                    R.W. Nelsen.

